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INTRODUCTION. 



The author of this work contemplated its publication sevi- 
eral years ago, and very soon after the opening of the Western 



Railroad to Albany ; but the unfinished state of some portions 
of the road, and other circumstances, which it is unnecessary 
to enumerate, have delayed its appearance until the present 
time. 

The great object of the work is to increase the pleasures 
of railroad travelling, and the number of railroad travellers, 
by directing attention to the great variety of natural and 
artificial objects with which our railroads are skirted. Al- 
though it is intended more especially for travellers, yet it is 
presumed that all who feel the slightest interest in the great 
steam thoroughfares which are now nearly, or quite, con- 
structed, in different parts of our country, will find in its 
pages much information of value, and, especially much 
knowledge in regard to the peculiarities, cost, and construc- 
tion of the Western Railroad. 

It may be proper here to state, that nearly every object 
noted in the chart has been visited by the author, and that 
the sketches for the engravings were all taken from nature 
by Mr. H. Billings, expressly for this work. The simple 
fact that they are correct drawings will add materially 
to their value to those who have never visited, and who do 
not contemplate visiting, the places from which they were 
taken, inasmuch as they form a complete series of views of 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

American scenery, a great majority of which have never 
before been published. 

The grades of the road are made as nearly correct as was 
desirable upon a scale so small as one inch to a mile. 

The river and road crossings are also correct, and can 
be relied upon. The road crossings, however, will soon be 
somewhat varied by the changes which, as the country be- 
comes more thickly settled, are constantly being made. 
These will be corrected from time to time, as circumstances 
may require. 

The Publishers design to give similar descriptive charts of 
every New England Eailroad, and several of the most im- 
portant lines are already copyrighted and in a forward state 
of preparation; the Western and Worcester being the first 

of the series. 
Boston, Augustf 1848. 



WORCESTER AND WESTERN RAILROADS. 







WenfleldRTU laSth ndlL 



The line of railroad extending from ihe cily of Boston to Greeo- 
bnahjon the Hudson River, opposite the cityof Albany, consists of Uie 
Boston and WoTcestei' Railroad, the Western Roiltoad, which bi?^in< 
in Worcester, and ext^ids to the Massachusetts stale line, at West 
Slockbridge, and the Albany and West Slockbridge Railroad, which 
tenninates at Greenbush. The last mentioned road was built bj 
the Western Railroad Corporation, under a lease from the Albany 
and West Stockbridge Company. At Greenbush, connection with 
Albmiy is had by means of a substantial ferry-boat, owned by the 
Western Railroad Company, Before giving- a more particular de- 
Bciiption of these roads, it maybe interesting to refer the reader to the 
oommencement and progress of the railroad system in the New Ikig- 
land states. 

The first railroad bnUt in this eomitry, was ODe at Quincy, Masea- 
ehosetts, which waa about three miles in length. It was designed, 
exclnuTely, to convey Uocki of granite from the stone quairiee in the 
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Blue Hills, to ships lying in Neponset River. This road was com- 
pleted in 1827, and cost about $30,000. The rails were of wood, 
laid upon stone blocks, and covered with straps of iron. No steam- 
power, of course, was used, the cars being drawn by horses. 

The first surveys made in Massachusetts for testing the practicabil- 
ity of introducing railroads for facilitating public travel, were com- 
menced in 1827, and continued through the following year. Two 
lines were surveyed from Boston to the Hudson River, and two from 
Boston to Providence, besides various other shorter and less impor- 
tant routes. It excites in the mind a just conception of the rapid 
strides made in this branch of the enterprise and art of man, to exam- 
ine the reports of engineers and committees under whose management 
these early surveys were made, and to compare the extremely modest 
expectations and desires of the people then, with the astonishing re- 
alities of the present day. Ten miles an hour was the utmost thai 
could be expected for " coaches," and a " change of horses" would be 
required every sixteen miles at that. A report made to the *' Direct- 
ors of the Massachusetts Railroad Association," by Daniel Tread- 
well, and others, in 1829, has the following problematical paragraph : 

'' Let us take an example of a railway, which we will suppose to 
be one hundred miles long, and on which coaches to travel nine miles 
an hour, and freight wagons to go three miles an hour, enter upon 
their journeys at both ends of the railway, after intervals of twelve hours 
only. The wagons in one direction must meet those of an opposite 
direction at distances of sixteen and two thirds miles, from either end 
of the railway, after allowing twenty-six minutes for rest, feeding, or 
changing horses, at each interval. The coaches would meet the oppo- 
site coaches midway ; and they would meet trains of wagons at the 
distance of twenty-five and seventy-five miles from either end of the 
railway. There would then be eight points of meeting on the hundred 
miles, at each of which a sideling, or passing place, must be provided ; 
and it must be evident that if the carriages arrived within the pre- 
scribed times, the passing would be efifected without the least difil- 
culty c Should a train of carriages arrive at a passing place before the 
prescribed time, it would only be necessary that they should wait for 
the opposite train to arrive, when they would enter on the next stage 
of their journey. * ' 

Such were the calculations and such the anticipations of the pio- 
neers in these great works of art in our own country. To say that 
the most sanguine expectations of their projectors have been not only 
realized but very far surpassed, but poorly expresses the realities 
already achieved ; and the question must arise in the minds of every 
thinking traveller, as he glides along upon lus cushioned seat at the 
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me of thirty and forty miles an hour, whether the succeeding twenty 
jreaiB am add as much to the speed, ease, safety or comfort of lailioad 
tmvelling as the last twenty years have done. 

Notwithstanding the success with which the earlier surveys for 
various railroads were carried forward, nothing was accomplished 
towards the establishment of works of this kind until the year 1830. 
Several charters were granted, i[i June, 1830, by the Massachusetts 
Legislaluie, for farming companies, with the necessary powers for 
oonstruuting railroads, on certain routes ; but, with the exception of 
that for the Boston and Lowell Railroad, they all proved abortive. 
from want of confidence, and the indisposition of the puhlic to Buh- 
sciibe for the stock. 

In June, I83I, a charter was granted for the establishment of the 
Boston and Worcester Railroad, and, during the following spring, 
1633, the stock was taken up, and the organization of the corporation 
completed. The summer of this year was occupied, bji the engineer, 
in making a definite location of a portion of the road , preparatory to 
the making of contracts. During the ensuing autumn, the contracts 
for the grading of the road were made, and the work actua.lly com- 
menced. It was continued by the several contractors, during the win- 
ter, with considerable energy, and, in the summer of 1833, the laying 
of the rails was commenced. 

The Boston and Worcester Railroad is forty-four and five eighths 
miles in length. It 
begins in the south- 



and after crossing the 
•anthem part of the 
city, under three of 
the principal streets, 
at a level of five feet 
below high tide, passes 
over the receiving ba- 
sin of the Water Pow- 
er Company, crossing 
the Boston and Provi- 
dence Railroad, and, 
after rising nine feet 
in the space of a third 
of s mile, passes over 
the fiill basin, and 
thence follows the val- 
ley of Charles lUver 
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Tor a dietancs of eteveu miles, to Weston. Theaee it ascends the 
tidge of land west of the hver, and passes on to the Concord, or Sud- 
bury River, which it foHows up lo its source in Westborongh. f 
proceeds thence to the Assabet KiTci, which it follows up to il 
source, and after Grossing the outlet of Quinugamond Pond, ascend 
the high ridge which borders the city of Worcester, by a rise of thirty 
feet in a, mile, and iheoce descends to its termination on Main street, 
neat the centre of the city. Its greatest elevation above high tides at 
Boston, is 496 feet, at the Worcester sumtnit. The road was opened 
for a distance of nine miles, from Boston to West Newton, on the 17th 
of April, 1834. On the 10th of July, the trains were extended to 
Needham, a distance of thirteen miles ; and on the S4th of September, 
to Hopkinlon, twenty-four miles ; on the IBth of November, lo West- 
borough, 32 miles i and on the 3d of July, 1835, the lirst locomotiTe 
can over the whole road to Worcester. On the 6th, the opening of 
the road was ^lehrated by an entertainment given by the citicms of 
WMcester to the stockholdeis and otiier guests. 

In consequence of the great extension of the Worcester road, and 
the great number of trains passing over it, the company have laid 
down a double track for tlie whole distance between Boston and Wor- 
cester. They have also constructed several large fteight-housea in 
Boston, upon Lincoln street, the largest of which is, 466 feet in length, 
and 130 feet in width, of brick, with a slated roof. It is entered by 
four lines of tracks for freight cars. 




Inierloi of FPBijM H< 



The buildisg has an area of seflOO feet, nearly one acre and a quar- 
ter, in a single room, without petitions or pillars i the roof, strongly 
Iramed together, resting upon the walls. The inward freight is un- - 
loaded upon one side, from the cars, upon a platform level with the. 
floor of the cars ; and the outward freight is loaded from a simjlu 
platform, upon the other side. The building is provided with plat- 
forms and scales for weighing merchandise, with or without the can, 
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and with apparatus for transferring cars from one track to another. 
The land and depot buildings in. Boston have cost over half a million 
of doUars. The whole cost of road and equipment, to Nov. 30, 1846, 
was $3,485,233. 

The charter for the Western Railroad, which extends from Wor- 
cester to the west line of the state, in the town of West Stockbridge, 
was granted in March, 1843. Two or three years elapsed, however, 
before the stock was taken up, and the company organized. In the 
summer of 1836, the eastern section of the road, between Worcester 
and Brookfield, was finally located, and put under contract for grad- 
ing. The next year the work was vigorously prosecuted, and the 
grading of sixteen miles of it was completed. The remaining portion 
between Springfield and Worcester was also located and put under 
contract, and eleven miles graded. The road was opened to Spring- 
field, October 1st, 1839. During the summer of 1838, the remaining 
portion of the Western Railroad, from Springfield to West Stock- 
bridge, was put under contract for grading. The running of the cars 
frx)m Springfield to Chester Factories, was begun on the 24th of 
May, 1841, and from thence to Washington Summit, on the 13th of 
September following. In the mean time, the work on the Albany 
and West Stockbridge road was so far advanced, that on the 4th of 
December it was ready for the locomotives from Greenbush to Chat- 
ham comers, a distance of 23 miles ; and by the use of a portion of 
the Hudson and Berkshire Railroad for a distance of fifteen miles, a 
continuous line of railroad was formed from Boston to the Hudson 
River, and regular trains were from that time run over the whole road 
twice a day. Thus, in a space of a trifle over nine years from the 
time when the soil was first broken for the purpose of building a rail- 
road in New England, this important line, two hundred miles in 
length, and overcoming in its course a mountain summit over fourteen 
hundred feet above the sea, was completed. Truly it may be said to 
be a monument of high and imperishable honor to its bold projectors. 

The time usually occupied in passing over the road to Albany, 
mcluding a stop at Springfield of three quarters of an hour, is ten 
hours and three quarters, or ten hours, running time. Two trains go 
over the whole road daily, one starting in the morning, another in the 
afternoon, the latter stopping at Springfield over night. 

It may appear incredible to some, that the line in passing under the 
streets of Boston should be five feet belaw high tides ; yet this will be 
easily understood, when they reflect that this portion of the road is 
built across the Receiving Basin, so called, of the Mill Dam, where, 
as will be presently seen, there are no tides. The Mill Dam consists 
of two parallel walls of stone, 60 feet apart, across an arm of tide- 
water, with the space between filled up with earth. This causeway 

iOver two pagu.) 



EXPLANATION OF THE CHART. 

The traveller from Boston is supposed to sit, back to the engine^l 
and should read downwards. The traveller to Boston should it] 
feeing the engine, and read upwards.^ The objects and notes will tbaj 
follow in the order in which they occur. 

Every viaduct, bridge, pathway, and tunnel is marked by the proper] 
diagram in this chart, as follows : — 

Uu\ , ijo represents a bridge passing above the railway. 

s=<]| I j i|>= a road passing beneath the railway on an embankment. 

===== a level road, or pathway, across the track. 

■01 1 I IN a brook or river passing beneath the railway. 

The scale is one inch to a mile. The objects visible from the road, 
and those quite adjacent to it, are noted at the exact places where thej 
are seen. The gradients of the track are noted from time to time upon 
the south side, and the distances of the neighboring towns from each 
station are stated upon the side of the railroad upon which such towns 
axe situated. 



North Side. 



Boston. 

miles. 

5.CSS2G5S:isiO Level to i mile. 



South Sida 



Harrison Avenue. 

Washington Street. 

Tremont Road — Boston 

Boston and Providence 
Mill-dam, Receiving Basin. 

Iron Works. 

Mill-dam crossing. 



Pall 38 feet per mile to \ mile. 



Level to H miles. Base liii^ 6 foA 
L, below high tides. 



Mill-dam, Vull Basin. 



Brookline road. 



Boston and New York Magnetic 
Telegraph. Boston to 



Charles Rirer close to the line. 
City of Boston in the distance. 



Clt7 of Cambridge. 



IV Rise 24 feet per mile to If miles. 

W City of Roxbury. 

Level to 3 miles. 



to Rozbury. 



Railroad crossing. 



Chimney at Roxbury Chemical woriu 
in the distance, 202 feet higlt 



^^^ Brookline Branch Railroad. U miles 
^ in length. 

Pb ^<te water 



m 



Brighton. 
3 Rise 13 feet per mile to 4i mllaa. 

Tidewater. 
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n 8000 feet in length, and fartna one of the main avennee to the city. 
The large area thus enclosed, la divided, by a crosB-daiu of the Bame 
coDStmction, into two lo^e basins, one of which, being filled with 
wstOT at ereiT flood tide, by ^t«3 upenmg mwards bom the bay, is 
made to discharge ita waters into the receiving baHn, which atZmp tida 
empties its waste water back into the bay by gates opening ontwaids, 
thns fuTniflhing a perpetual water-pgwer of from eight to ten feet fall. 
Upon emerging from the brick walls of the city, a pleasing paao- 
lama meets our view. Upon the south side of the line reposes the 
city of Roitbury, with her hills neatly skirted with the country seats 
of the opulent. Upon the north, in the distance, ia her rival, Cam- 
bridge, ^le seat of the oldest and best endowed college in the Uoiled 




States. The view of Boston from several points upon this road is 
picturesque in the extreme. The whole city seems lo rise like a vast 
temple, the dome of the State House, iiself situated upon the highest 
part of the city, completing the structure. 

As we pass along, the spires of the Old Cambridge chuiches, across 
Charles River, become more distinct, and the lops of Harvard College 
buildings are seen Still further on is ie dome of the Observatory 
and just before arriving at Brighton Mount Auburn appears about 
one mile distant 
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Cambridgeport II II to Brighton. 
Special trains onl]r Cambridge Crofdng. Briohton, 1 1 

Level to 6 miles. 



stop at this station. 
Mount Auburn. 



Cambbidob Collbobs, 2} miles. Bright 
Watb&town, 2 " 



IT M 



on. Brighton, | mile. 
5BR00KLINB, 3 " 



CT 



Watertown s^J 



U. S. Arsenal, across the river. 
Charles River, close to the line. 



Watbrtown, i mile. Vewton Corner. 
Waltham, 3 " 



XDaa 



l^)ecial trains only 
stop at this station. 



^D 



[>3 to Brighton. 



Jamaica Plai] 



5 Rise 30 feet per mile to 6} milee 



Level to 7^ miles. 
Nbwton Cbntrb, 2 miles. 
Uppbr Palls, 4 " 



Rise 12 feet per mile to 8i miles. 



^ Brook. 



iii^ 



VewtonvuTe. 



Fall 3 feet per mile to 9 miles. 



„ __ Q Fall 7i feet per mile to 9| miles. 

Waltham, 2 miles. West Newton. Nbwton Upper Falls, 2 mile 

" LowBR Falls, 2 <' 



Watbrtown, 2^ " 



Waltham 



to Lower Falls. 



I XII 

Rise 27 feet per mile to lOi miles 

10 
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Brightok ii the StbI regular (rtation cm the road. The villa^ ii 
about half a mile sooth of the lailioad, and is iamous as being the 
largest cattle matket ia New England. The market day is Thursday 
of each week. Large nnmbers of cattle, eheep, and swine are 
brought over the railroad &om the western part of the State, to be 
disposed of here. The Brighton station is directly within Winship's 
Gudens, a lovely epot indeed. It is open at all times to the public, 
and to those who are travelling for pleasure, it Is well worth a visit. 
Fruit trees, shmbhery, plants and flowers of every description, cove* 
the whole enclosure, which is nearly twenty-live acres in extent. 
Like Biookline, and other towns near Boston, Brighton has become 
the residence of many people of wealth, who have here erected costly 
residences. The extensive and numerous butchering establishments, 
however, which are scattered over the town, are a serious objection 
to the choice of Brighton as a place of residence, unconnected with 
business. Still, some parts of the tow-n are not open to this objec- 
tion. Soon after leaving Brighton, the line again approaches the 
banks of Charles River. On the opposite shore stands the United 




States Arsenal, containing a large amount of munitions of war, and 
occupying- a site of forty acres of ground. The village of Watei^ 
town, about one mile west of this point, up Charles River, is now 
visible. 

Newton Corner ia the first station in the town of Newlon, for- 
merly called Nimantum, by the Indians. Here the red men lirst heard 
of Christianity, in New England, under the teachings of Mr. Elliot, 
in 1646, and here was erected their first house of worship. The 
town lies in a bend of Charles River, which forms its boundary on 
the north, west, and south, and, by two folia in the river of consid- 
arable extent, a fine water-power is created. There are seven villa- 
ges in the town, five of wliich are upon the railroad. The Theological 
Seminary is in Newton Centre, about two miles from Newton Comer 
station. Tliis is one of the most popular towns, as a place of mi- 
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Spedal trains only 
stop at this station. 



JUL"* 

Weston tjL i i l ^ o to Newton. 
AuDnrnBale. 

Fall 19 leet per mOe to 10| 



Charles River. JOH 



Embankment 



Ml 



Weston 



Needham Ledge. At this summit 
there is a cutting through solid rock 
about 20 feet in depth. 



m 



_ _ Level to 15 miles. 

Turnpike road. Worcester <jLi ! Ji!) to Boston 



D* Rise 30 feet per mile to t3i milsai 
yl Newton Lower Falls BriMcli Ba& 
VCN road, li miles in length* The aut- 
11 tion at the terminus is 15 ftet b» 
low the line at the junctioii. 



\^ 



z The villages of Newton Upper and 
Lower Falls in the distance, up ib» 
1ft valley of Ciiarles River. 



to Newton. 

Boston Water worics dose to the line. 



13 



Chraxityille. Nbwton Uppbr Faixs, 2i milesw 
11 11 " LowBR Falls, H " 



West Jveed 



The Boston Wat«^works cress the ^^^ 
line. fr-i 



t 
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NO- 

lam* South Natiok, 2 miles. 
DovsB, 4 " 



15 Rise 28 feet per mile to 17 miles. 



Embankment. 
Broad Fond. 



ID" 






Bullard's Fond. 
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s vicinity of Boston ; and within a few yaua, r totjt 

laro'e niiiribrr ornfat iluelliiig lioiises liiTe b*oii 




city rarely eiceedii twenty 
from West Newton. 

West Nbwton, also 
& pan of Newton, and 
two milea from Newton 
Comer, is pleasantly sit- 
nsied, and ia becoming 
deaerredly popular aa a 
country residents. The 
State Normal School ie 
located here. At the 
elerenth mile the line 
crosses Charles River, 
upon a bridge thirty feet 
above the water, and by 



■;^~-r%: 





Nawton Upper (nd Lmnc FkU*. 
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Fnmingbam 



NatickLedga. Heavy rock cntUDg. 



16 




toNaedbam. 



17 FaU 30 feet per mile to 181 mi] 



Sazonville Branch Railroad, 4 milea 
In length, terminating in the ril- ^ 
lage of SaxonviUe. Opened in 1846. /7> 

Watlahd, 7 milea. Natlck* Soxtth Naticx, 2 miles. 

CONOOKD, 14 " I I H ' " " 



Sberburnb, 



K 



^1 



Lake Cochituate. The city of Bos- 
ton is supplied with excellent 
water from this lake, by means of 
an aqueduct 20i miles in length. 



SazDnville 



T 



b 



Beaver Dam brook — rises in Hollis- ^. 
tcm, falls into Lake Cochituate. ^ 



Framuvgham VnxjieB, 2 miles. 
Saxomvillb, 4 " 

Farm Pond. The village of Fram- 
ingham seen upon the north shore, 
acroas the water. 



r 



'18 



pH Beaver Dam Brook. 

Rise 16 feet per mile to 191 milei 



b' 



19 



to Sherburne. 



Level to 21 miles. 



20 



21 Rise 15 feet per mile to 22^ m 




■ Tyiiitf. Shbrburmb, 3 miles. 
Mbdfibld, 8 " 

W^AIiPOLB 12 ** 

Milford Branch Railroad, 12| i 

In length. This branch has a 

22 gie track only. Opened In 18 
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t legnlar mrve of a mile and a half in length, on ■ tise of thirty 
feet toajnile, aacenda to Needham Ledge. Thevietr of ifaeTalley (^ 
Charles River, tm the Hnth nde, ia extremely pleamog and romantio. 
In the diatance, foi a few rods as we pass along, the Iwo villages of 
Kewton Uppei and Lower Falls can be seen, one liaing above the 
other, their nrat white bouBea forming a fine contrast with the green 
foliage sronnd. NeedhEun Ledge, at the thirteenth mile, may be oai»- 
Bideied the fiist severe rock cutting upon the Worcealer road. 




Eul Ti«w of NHdhiun Lsdpi. 
GniNTviLLE, formerly East Needham, and West Nkedham, 1 
thinly settled villages, situated in the nonh-westem part of the to 
of Needham, are ^ 

the next stations. _ .__^^^ 




town are situated 
upon Charles Riv- 
er, and opposite 
the villages of 
NewtonUpper and 

Lower Falls. Li Weii tlow of Nwdham Ledge. 

these villages are large manDfactoriea of paper, cotton goods, boots, 
shoes, &c. 




Watt Meedliaai StaUon. 
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Ptamingham ■■ 



Sudburjr Rivir, paralleL 



Ashland ^ 



h 



Sudbury River croases tha line. 



Framinorah, Similes. 

MABLBOaODOH, 8 " 



aa 



to Ashland. 
Level to 24 mllee. 



[^_ to Sherburne. 



a&^ 




JLL 



Sudbury River, parallel 2 milea. 



Framingham 



h 
The line crosses Sudbury River upon ^ 
a stone arched viaduct. *" 



Sudbury Ri 



h 



24 Rise 16 ieet per mile to 96 m 

HopKiNTON, 3 miles. 
holliston, 4 " 
Upton, 9 " 

northbridox, 12 " 
' Mbdwat, 8 " 






Southboro* 



25 



in -CO Indian Broolc, rises in Hopkint 
and &lls into Sudbury River 
Rise 25 feet per mile to 27% m\ 

' to Hopkinton. 



P* River parallel, 4 miles. 



27 



to Hopkiqton. 



Stone Facte 



Rise 15 feet per mile to 89 miles. 



TTTT 



VOBCESIBB AXD VESTEKM RULBOADfl 



31 



Al Wert Needham begms uiothei nae of twen^r-eight feet per 
nule, to orenome the Natick Sammit sod then a corresponduig foil 
to the Tklley of Lake Cocbitaate 

Natick ThiB town was ongmally pna to the Indians for a pei> 
maneiit leadeDce It was incorporated as a town in 17SI The 
name togmfiea the place of hills There are two v llajjes wh ch 
Kre about one mile apart The manuiaj: uree 
town are pnnc 
pally boots and 



Bp^ 




] LoksCocta 



shoea Laie Coch tnate wh ch la partly w thin this town is a beau 
liflil sheet of water The railroad passes close by ts southern 
extremity , and aSbrds a fine prospect. The city of Boston is to be 
mpplied with water boja this lake. 






Fnn Dghiim Sullao. 
Fbaminqham. This is the halfway station between Boston and 
Worcester. Here, and at all oiher stations marked • the cars stop 
a few miuulea for refreshinentB The pnncipal village is 2) mile« 
frnu the station, and is distrngiuahed for its neat and thriving appear- 
auce. The maniifacturing village of Saionville is in the north paM 
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SOUTHBORO' VlLULGB, 2} milos. 

Marlbobovoh, 6 " 

Fbltonvuxb, 9 

rogkbottom, 10 



Soutliboro' 



{{ 



Southboro' 



Sudbury Rirer, rises in Westboro', 
and unites with the Assabet at 
Concord, forming Concord River. 
Within the distance of seven miles 
from this point the stream is 
crossed by the railroad four times, 
and the water falls nearly one hun- 
dred feet. 



NoRTHBOBo', 4 miles. 
Bbrlin, 8 " 

Wbbsonvxllb, U " 



HOPKINTOM, 3 milsB. 
MiLFOBD, 9 " 



to Upton. 



29 Rise 5 feet per mile to ao ] 



30 Level to 31^ miles. 



31 



m 



Rise 27 feet per mile to 32^ m 



Weatboro'.Sa Upton, ^ miles. 

s HopkintonMinbralSpbimoi 



Wessonville ^ 



Assabet River. -O ad 



Hoeomocoe Pond. 



Level to 33^ miles. 



to Westboro*. 



S 



33 



Rise 29 feet per mile to 36| m 



34 




Fminlngham scitt F«im Pond. 

Sadbniy River, which it follows up to its source in Westboro'. It 

n twipB before reaching the 24th mile. 




24 



CHABT OF THE WORCESTER RAILROAD. 



n n ^ 



Aasabet River, rises In Shrewsbury, 
and unites witii Sudbury River at 
Concord, forming Concord River, 
which falls into the Merrimack at 
LowdL 



3 



Shrewsbury es^ 






The line crosses Assabet River on a 
stone arched viaduct. 



35 



[^ to Westboro'. 



36 



^ 



Cutler's Summit. Rock cutting. This 
summit is 391 feet above the base 
line at Boston. 



Bummet Brook.it7 ^ 



BoTLSTON, 8 miles. 
Shrewsbury, 3 " 

Heavy rock cutting. 

Outlet of Quinsigamond Pond. 

Wachusett Mountain in the distance, 
2018 feet above tide-water. 



^ 



Fall 28 feet per mile to 37^ miles. 



37 



New England Village. 



IV Level to 38i mUes. 



Grafton. 



Rock cutting. 



^[17 



Nbw Englani) Yillagb, 1 mile. 
Grafton, 3 " 

AQ Farmumsvillb, 5 " 



MiU Fond. 



Rise 30 feet per mile to 42| miles. 



MiUbiiiy, 



39 



^ 



Millbury Branch Railroad]J|| valBm 
in length. Opened in 1836. The 
station at MiUburjr islOibti b«> 
low the line at the junction. 
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We now coromence, by an eaaj aaceot, fallowing up the imniedi- 
Ble vallej of Sudbury RiveT. The road is constructed on the Dstun] 
eorfece <rf' the giodnd for nearly the whole distance, there being very 
few embankments, and no excavations of imponance. The scenery 
ahntg the road foi , .j^ 

the first foor Dules "' ' "* ^ "''^^ 

ie very in1 
lag, being for the 1 
meet part cultiva- t 
ted meadows i 
woodland. At 86 
miles the line agEun ^ 
croeses Sudbur; on 
3, Stone arched <ri- 
aduct, and thence 
follows the river, now fast losing il 
station. The village is two and a half miles north of the railroad. 
There are a few manufac- 
tories Id the town, though 
the chief employment of 
the people is in agricuhu- 
tal pntBuits. Four miles 
farther, and we reach 
Wkstboro 

conaiderable unportance 
n village wh ch is 





the road. There are also several other villages of leaa 
in the towD. Hopkinton Mineral Springs are ^nt three 
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Qoinsigamoad Pond. 
Rural Ck>ttagiB. 



Shrewsbury s=^ 



Quinsigamond Pond and the village 
of Shrewsbury in the distance. 
This pond is seven miles in length, 
and in no place more than f of a 
mile wide. 



4P 

\^ to "^orcest^r. 



41 



High lands. 



tlLrr-n»lD 



42 



tn ., , ■ p ift 



Fall 30 feet per mie to 43) miles. 



Principal Summit, being 501^ feet 
above the line at Boston. A very 
deep and expensive rock excava- 
tion was necessary at this point, to 
onable the cars to pass the high 
land between Shrewsbury and Wor- 
cester. 



=<i 



^ 



43 



I>= 



=(1 



Branch to Worcester main station, 

one half a mile in length 
West Boylston, 7 miles. 

HOLDBN, 6 

Shrewsbury, 4 

NaW WORCBSTBB, 2( 



^ 



[>= 



Level to 46^ miles. 



44 






(( 



Worcester, Lower Station. MnxBTmr, 6 miles. 

■ Vj^ AXTBURN, 5 " 



■\ 



Norwich and Worcester Railroad 
crooses the line. 



t 



Blackstona Oanal. 



Oxford, 10 



Providence and Worcester Railroad 
crosses. 
vvO'Providence, 46 miles. Opened 
^ in 1847. 

f45 

07 Norwich. 69 miles. AUyn's FMdl 

66mUM. Opened in 18m 



Roouui OBtholic Oollegis upon 
hili-sidei in the distance. 



llM 
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milea from this station. They conl&in carboDJc acid, and carbonate 
of iron and lime. They ate three in number, each differing from 
the other, and are situaied near Whitehall Pond. Weaiboio' is the 
native place of Eli Whitney, the inventor of the Cotton Gin, a ma- 
chine foi Beyaiatiag the weds from cotton. 

On leaving Westboni' the country becomes more billy, and a rise 
of thirty feet per mile is necesBary to reach Cutler's Summit, in 
Grafton, where there is some rock cutting. A short descent brings 
OS to Grafton Station, which is in the extteme noTthern part of the 
town. This town has a large water-power, New England Village, 
the principal manufacturing place, being but one mile distant. There 
is a severe rock cutting a few rods west of this ataiion, and just before 
crossing the outlet of Quinsigamond Pond. In clear weather the top 
of Wachusett Mountain, in Princeton, twenty miles distant, can be 
aeeD after passing this cutting. Here, also, commences a rise of 
thirty feet per mile for four miles, to reach the Worcester Summit. 

MiLLBURy. This station was estahlished principally to get down 
and take up the passengers over the Millbuiy Branch Kailraad. Only 
a part of the through trains stop here. 

e rise upon the side of the highlands, the prospect gradually 
e extended, and very soon one of the most lovely and 
chaiming' views that it ia possible for one to conceive, bursts upon our 




cars pass, on very h gh ground, 
ful Quinsigamond Pond, which 
ed by a rich forest, and inter- 
numcrous islands, nlso covered 
On one of the islands is a neat cottage, nestled away 
rerhanging branches. Far away, over the pond, upon 
the failla, the village of Shrewsbury appears; and, with the beauti- 
fully undulating country around, completes decidedly the most en- 
diantbg picture upon the Worcester r<rad. We soon reach the deep, 

fcBy feet in depth, with its black perpendicular walls ; and, by a 
ihWMMllim plane of one mile in length, arrive at Wobcebtbr. Thi« 
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New Worcester 



J4*! 



Blackstone Riyer. Btl 
Tillaga of New Worcester. 

New Worcester = 



h 



Cattle Brook, crosses on a stone ^ 
trched viaduct. ^ 



New Worcester 



Kettle Brook, rises in Leicester, and B^ 
after crossing the line twice unites 
witJi the Tatnick at New Worces- 
ter, and forms Blackstone River, 
which falls into Providence Bay at 
Providence, R. I. 



From New Worcester to Clappville 
the line follows the side of a spur 
of highlands, known as " Henshaw 
Ridge.' 



Leicester 



5 



Daep rock cutting. 



Embankment. 



dappriUe 



Leicester 



Worcester. 



^O- Rise 42 feet per mile to 49i mi 
= to Stoneville. 



47 






to Stoneville. 



48 



49 



hss to Auburn. 
50 



Rise 32 feet per mile to 49| mila 



Rise 40 feet per mile to 51| mile 



51 

s to Auburn. 



(j1|^--|41> ^ 



Rise 25 feet per mila to 53^ mila 
to Oxford. 



t ated in and cap'tal of the a 



popu &U0 n 847 was 
15 643 ha Dg d b d 
in Be en years W 
ceste 8 also h ce tre 
of a arge rail oad ra 
I wh h tends 
to make e f he 

busies p ac n Ne 
Kng and On h eas 
a road eziends B a- 
toD on the B uth-eas 




watered by 

powe The B acks 



!TB whi h fimish a good and oonstan \ 
! Val ey Canal extendii fr m his place tu 
Prondence a distance of 45 miles Worceste was nco porated aa 
9 atj ID 1848. Its mam stt«el is one of great beauty, and ihe whole 
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French River crosses. This stream 
rises in Leicester, and falls into 
Quinebaug River at Thompson, 
Connecticut. 

Lbicbstkb, 4 miles. 
Spbngbh, 6 



Rock catting. 



^icr 



(( 




Embankment. 



Rock catting. 



Kock catting. 



High embankment. 



Rock cutting. 



High embankment. 



dappville 
lieicester 



CHu titsd 



Chariton Summit, etevated 430 leet 
above Worcester statkni, 907 feet 
above tha line at Boston, and 836 
feet above the station at Spring* 
field. Heavy rock excavation. 

SPBNOjm, 6 mUea. 



Speocar 



Oxford, 6 miles. 
Wbbstxe, U ** 



Rise 40 feet per mile to 55| mUea 



54 



= to Charlton. 
55 

to Chariton. 



Rise 49 feet per mile to Charlt 
Summit, 57^ miles. 



55 



Charlton in the distant 



57 




tmii. 



TTT 



FaU 31 feat par mil* to 67f milM. 



CBABLTOir, 8 miles. 

SOVTRBRIDOB, 8 " 
SfDHBBIDOS, 8 " 

Flan 50 feet per mile to 60| miles, 
to Chariton. 
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aspect of the town is one of BurpasBuig lorelineu. The St&te Luna- 
tic Hoapital, an institution reflecting the higbeet honor upon the ciiiiens 
of HaasachuBetts, is pleasantly siluaied upon a moderate acclivity on 
the easleily part of the city, and overlooks the whole. The aierage 
number of patients in this institution has been about three hundred 
and tneoty. 

At Worcester the Western Rail begins. We have now done with 
euy grades and level country, and in their place must meet inclina- 
tions of forty to eighty feet per mile, — inclinations, in descending 
which, nosleam ia used, though a speed of thirty miles an hour, with 
the " brakes on," ia obtained hy the force of gravity alone. Soon 
after leaving Worcestei station, an extended prospect appears upon 
the south side of the hne. The valley of the Blackstone River ia 
somewhat below, with the Providence and Norwich Railroads stretch- 
ing off in the distance. Upon the hill-side, beautifully situated, standi 
the College of the Holy Cnoaa, a Catholic institution, founded by 
Bishop Fenwick, and designed for the education of young men for 
an ecclesiastical or professional couise of life. A farm of sixty aciea 
is attached to the College. 




Cubsllc Ci>1)t«B at WoiuMH. 



At 461 miles the ascent to Charlton Summit, ten miles distant, 
MHiimenceB. The grades vary from B5 to 49 feet to the mile. Here, 
also, is the village of New Worcester, on the north, situated upon 
Blackstone River, where there is considerable water-power. A little 
farther on, the road crosses Kettle Brook, on a very pretty stone via- 
dact, thirty feet above the water. The mile-posts above Worceater 
are of slone, and placed upon the south side of the Une. 

One of the greatest difficulties in constructing the Western Rail- 
mad, was to pass the high ridge of land between the valleys of 
BlaokstODe and Chidcopee Rivera. The greatest depresuon was 
fend to be in Chariton, and this waa 459 feet above Waroealer star 
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FMom to pNTsnt tbs Miow ftom 
drifting upoa Um tneb: ia winter. 



LeicMtflr ■» 



Cranberry River crosses under a high— m^ 
embankment. This stream risesQ 
in Charlton, and falls into Seven =4\ 
Mile River, in Spencer. 



^Moeer. 



Spbetobk, 2 mileti 
Oaksam,9 ** 



Oonnectleut HIghkniii in tht dl 
taoco* 



59 

: to Sturbridge. 



Cranberry Riverj paralleL 
60 



:■ 
^ 



Fall 46 feet per mile to 62| miles. 



61 



Spencer. 



Spencer in tlia distance. 



Seven Mile River, rises In Oalcham, ^ 

and falls into Quaboag Pond^in «^ 
Brookfield. 

Nortli Brookfield *" 



S0UTRBUD«a| 10 ** 



62 



Fall 32 feet per mile to 64 miles. 
63 



NET • 

3 to Cliarlton. 



Nosn BBooxnvD, 3} milaiL Bait BrookiLald. Stubbridob, 8 milsf. 
NawBBADra&n% 8 " II II ^^„. b^ « ^. .. 

64 Rise 6 tet per mfl« to Ml milM 



WOftCBSTBH AKD WSSTBBN 1 

tion The dec Tjty of 
the country on both s dea 
of the Bummi n the 
pnqter direction be ng 
too grea to attempt to < 
eroas duectlf f om one 
valley to the o he t 
became neceasarj o 
denate iiom a d rect 
oomse and o confonn 
m a great degree lo he 
direction of the mountain ridges. Thisdekiatjon nil] bebiitter under 
Mood when we consider that from New Worcester lo the East Brook- 
field station, the distance in a direct line is less than eleven miles, 
while by the railroad it Is seventeen, showing a loss of six miles. 

The line, as we have staled, passes along the side of a 
apuT known as Hcnshaw Ridge. The diihculiies < 
appear at almost every mile, both above and below Clsppvillb, which 
ia the neit stopping place. This is a busy, pleaeant, and very roman- 





tic little village, situated in the extreme south part of the town of 
Leicester. There are several woollen factories in various parts of the 
town, two of which are at Clappville, and an estabhahment for man- 
D&ctuiing mousline de laino also at C. Machine catd manufacturing is 
carried on extensively here. French BJver furnishes a fine and con- 
Maot water-power. Four miles above this station we arrive at Chart 
, the highest point attuned between Woicester and 
Hen we pass ihe most extenaive rock excavation which 
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Five Mile Rirer, rises in Oakham, 
and falls into Quaboag Fond, in 
Brookfidd. * 



J 



Moor's Brook, (nr ■( 



Cranberry Hill. 



pi|l7 



Fall 12 ftet per mile to 66| miles 



M 



M II 



Brookfibld, ^ mile. 

North Brookfibld, 4 " 
Hardwick, 12 " 

Babrb, 15 *' 



Sropkfield. 
67 



Level to 69^ miles. 

w 

Chlckopee River, cloee to the in 
This river has its rise in Qnabo 
Pond, about one mile distant, a 
after crossing the Western Ri 
road NiNB times, falls into t 
Connecticut River, at OabotviUi 



Sturbridob, 8 miles. 

FiSKDALB, 6 

Holland, 12 



(( 



Meadow. 



Coy's Brook, rises in Brookfield. (CT ^ 



Wbst Brookfibld, *mile. 
North Brookfibld, I " 
Habdwigk, 9 " 



♦West 



68 



y: 



Chickopee Rtver, dose to the line. 



Meailov 



69 



Rise 5 feet per mile to 7D| 
rookfleld. 



FfT 
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occurs between those two places, being at the deepest part 43 feet. 
The angle at the summit is easily felt as it is passed, there being an 
immediate change from a rise of 49 feel per mile to a fall of 31 feet. 
lAkL'rOH Station, a few rods west of the summit, 
1 the north s'de of the town of that name about 




three miles f om he oen re v ag 

rail oad s lo he cons ucted o Sou hbndge : 

W es of th 3 8ta on on he sou h n c ear »ea he he e s an ei 

tensive and intere'ting prospect The country appears rugged and 

broken though much of the land is cultivated a d the traieller may 

ntaliie from the numerous hill tops in view that we are now ou 

high land The accelerated speed of the tnin in descending this 

plane of 50 feet per mtle soon brings us to bPENCER Just beibre 




Tjllag« Df ^iKer (ton the Riilrmid 



arriving at this station, and soon after leaving it, the village, about 
two miles distant, can be distinctly seen on the north, and makes a 
fine appearance. This town is elevated, and the surface is rongh and 
imeTen, but the mmI is very fertile. Two miles farther is East 
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70 



Chickopee Riyer croMM. 






West Brookfield 



Chickopee River, cbse to the line. 



Warren ® 



FaU 6 feet per mile to 71| miles. 



to Warren. 



71 



Rise 6 feet per mile to 72^ miles. 



72 



Fall 26 feet per mile to 74 miles. 



^o to West Brookfield 



Ware Factories, 4 miles. 
Ware, 6 " 

Enfield, 11 " 



Warren. 



Warren Village, across the river. ^ 

Ware 

Chickopee River crosses six times ^ 

in the next three miles. ? 



Brihpield, 6 miles. 

Brimfisld Faotoribs, 9 " 



Mark's Mountain. 



■Q 



ColonePs Mountain, 1172 feet high. 



Ware 



Chickopee River. ■(] 



Old mill, across the river. 



q 



^73 

to Brimfield. 

q 



Old bed of Chickopee River. Clian- 
nel changed to save two addi- 
tional crossings. 



74 FaU 43 feet per mUe to 77| miles. 



Da 

q 



i 



to Brimfield. 






75 



^ 



76 
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Brookfield. Here the heavy descending grade ceases, and in the 
next nine miles the track does not vary fifUen feet from a dead levd. 




This is a thriving v llage of recent g awth and has some wate> 
power It IS situated upon the e^ erly pa, t of he beautiful valley 
of Chickopee River wh h has ts rise at Quaboag Fond tuo nuleB 
to the south This p( nd a two m les n c rcun ference In many 
places the green meadou s spread qu te down to the margin of the 
water in others the shore is very abrupt and rocky and covered with 
tall forest trees 

Scarcely anything n nature 
can exceed the beau y of this 
whole valley in the sumn er sea 
son. The Chickopee R ver wh ch 
in the first eight nules of ts 
course falls but four feet w nds 
lazily along through the meado s 
its glassy surface reflecting the 
rough images of the range of wt 
valley on the 
south, and , - ^ - ' 





Ai Bnokfislil Siuloa. 

from the centre village, is the next sta^on ; and three miles fiirtbet 
hringa us to Wsst Brooxfield, the half-way station betweeo Wor- 
eestar and Springfield. The village is half a mile north of the sta- 
tion. DuiiDg the year 1675 this village was aMOulted by a lugs 
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The line, now eloeelj hemmed in on 
both eidee by a range of high hills, 
follows the valley of the Chicko* 
pee River due south for 4 mUee. 



Chiekopee River, paraUeL 



Palmer 



76 



77 



Fall 11 feet per mile to 83f miles. 
(Grade undulating.) 



78 



BriJnfleld. . Watering stotion 



Palmer 
Palmer 



Cldckopee River crosses. 






Palmer 



to Warren. 



tm-Oi 



79 



MiUBrool 



to Warren, 
to Brimfield. 






80 



Palmer 



TT 



to Brimfield. 



81 

: to Wales. 



WOKCBSTBR t 



} WEBTEKK RAILUOASS. 



body of Indians. Tha inhabitants collected into one house, vhich 
thej fortified as well as thej could. The Indians, after burniog about 




twenty other buildings, attacked this house. The inhabitants, how- 
ever, defended themselves with desperate bravery for three days, when, 
finding all other means ineffectual, the Indians loaded a cart with tlax, 
straw, and other combustibles, set lire to it, and by the aid of long 
poles fastened together, endeavored lo thrust the bummg mass against 
the building. Providentially, a shower of rain fell at that moment 
and defeated their object, and before the attempt could be renewed, 
Major Willaid arrived from Lancaster with assistance, and the savages 
were put lo flight. 








The railroad here crosses Chickopee River, and continues on through 
a somewhat uneven meadow, lo Wabbbh. This romantic and very 
pretty village is situated upon both sides of Chickopee River, but s 
short distance north of the railroad. The ground is very uneven, 
and there is a beautiful view of the whole extent of this place as we 
pass along. The river here funushea an extensive watei-pcwer, and 
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Palmer 



=<1 



fiBLCRBRTOWM, 

Palmer Thr^b Rivbbs, 
Palmer, 

Seoowick Villaob, 
b0nd8villb, 
Thorndikb Villaob, 

The Chickopee River now crosses XJBC 
the line fur the last time, and runs 
to the north, uniting with Swift 
and Ware Rivers at Palmer Three 
Rivers Village. 



miles. 


3 




2 




« 




4 




3 






sa 



to Monson. 
83 



Palmer. Monson, 4 miles 

j,^ Brimfibld, 7 " 

lr= MoNsoN South Factoribs, 6 " 
MoNsoN North Factories, 6 " 
,^_ Rise 33 feet per mile to 85i miles. 
P»84 



P&Imer Three Rivers 



The rise from Palmer to this sum- 
mit is ahout sixty feet. 



Ludlow 



^ 



Ludlow 



ttghembanlanent. Chickopee River mC 
m Uie distance. 



= to Monson. 



JB^ 



Fall 36 feet per mile to 88^ miles. 



86 



to Monson. 



D= 



87 



to Wilbraham. 

Valley of Twelve Mile Rive 



fm jrji Twelve Mile River crosses. 

^88 
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there are Beveral important manufactories in the neighborhood. The 
Qnaboag Seminar;, in this village, eUnds on a alight eminence over- 
looking the river and village. 

At Warren 'we commence another descendbg plane, five miles in 
length, varying from 36 to 43 feet per mile. The Chickopee River, 
also, which, it will be remembered, falls but four feet in the eight 
miles past, now commences dropping rapidly, and in the next five 
miles fslb S13 feet; in the next eleven miles the loll is 2S0 feet. 




DuntMlovWi 

The line follows close to the river the whole distance to Palmer, 
eleven miles, and the scenGry is wild and romantic. The hills, on 
both sides, shut down close to the hfA of the river, which is crossed 
by the railroad at almost every bend. Directly opposite the 76th 
mile-post, on the north 
bank of the river, stands, 
a relic of years gone by, ^ f . 
an old mill. Surrounded 
by a dense forest, 
ragged appearance and -^ 
venerable form un 
sciously carry the mind 
of the traveller back to 
another century ; and the 
thought will arise, that like that old mill, at some distant period, the 
ragged, fire-fed horse, which now goes thundering daily by, freighted 
with busy life, will also " pass away ;" and the ruins, it may be more 
complete than these, be gaaed and wondered at by generations to come. 
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Ladlow 
Qiiekopee Rirer, below the line. 

Palmer 



Ludlow, 3 mllei. 



KortEIWII 



High embankment. The line now 
enters the high sandy jdain which 
continues to a point about two 
miles from Connecticut River. 



Chickopee River, parallel. From this 
point to the 9dth mile, the sum- 
mits of Mount Holyoke and Mount 
Tom are frequently seen in the 
distance. These mountains are 
about 1200 feet high. 



to Wilbraham. 

Wilbraham Mountain, ckws to tb 

line. Rock cutting. 
Fall 7 feet per mile to 91i miles, 
to Springfield. 



Chickopee River leaves the line and 
winds to the north. 



Jbkksvillb, 1 mile. 

Indian Orchard, 1^ " 
Cabotvillb, 7 " 



Chickopee Falls 



intham. Wbblbtan iNSTimioii, 3iidlei 
South Wilbbahai^ 6^ ** 

89 



90 



WilDranaxa. 



91 



Rise 14 feet per mile to 92 miles. 



Pond, m^ 



92 Fall 20 feet per mile to 93i milei 



to Wilbraham. 



93 



{H Level to 95| miles. 



94 



WOBCSSTER AND WESTERN 

Id pauing down this plane, the hills upon both sides gradudly 
faeeome mora precipitous and rugged, a thick forest lines the road, 
and for oeTeral miles, hardly a vestige of civilization is Ti»ble. After 
pasmng Brihfield, which is a watering station merely, about mid- 
way between Wanen and Palmer, where very few of the passenger 
trains stop, we begin to see occasional intervales which bear evidence 
of cullivation. The country back from the river, however, t 
roDgh and broken. 




Palmer, our nest stopping place, is an important village. It is 
situated about two miles from the centre of the town, and has grown 
up almost entirely since the opening of the Western Railroad Palnier 
was originally settled by emigrants from Ireland, many of whose 
descendants remain in the place The town is crossed by the Chick- 
opee, Ware, and Swift Rivera, ^, 

and has an extensive water power 
There are several flourishing vtl 
lages within a few imles of the . 
station, where are manufactured, ; 
tnnnally , large quantities of cotton 
and woollen goods, machmery, "" 
scythes, iron castmgs, cars, &c. 
They are all heavy establishments, 
and the business is rapidly increasing. 

A few rods below Palmer, the Chickopee River crosses the line, 
and bends away to the north, to its junction with the Ware and Swift 
Rivers, at the village of Three Rivers ; while the railioad continues on 
in a direct coiirBe across the peninaula thua formed, rising about sixty 
feet to reach a sHght summit. At the 88th mile, the Ibe crosses over 
Twelve Mile River, on a very high embankment. On the south lies 
the valley of the river, visible for several miles among the mountains ; 
on the north, cooriderably below the line in the distance, the Chick- 
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Mount Holyoke and Mount Tom in 
tbediaiaace. 



Cutting in sand: 



Cliiclcopee Village 



m 



94 



96 



Fall 60 feet per mile to 98| miles. 
96 

to Springfield. 



97 



{m Garden Brook. 



Main Street. 



ftB Garden Brook. 
98 



Level to 100 miles. 



Springfield. 

Northampton and Greenfield Rail- ^^ \^- . Hartford and New Haven Railroad, 
road. dJi (^ ^ IEj* Hartford, 26 miles. 



NoftTHAMPTON, 18 miles. 
Grbbnfibld, 36 " 

Connecticut River. 



=<1 



gNsw Haven, 62 *« 
__0- New York, 152 " 
Da 
99 



l^ 



Rise 33 feet per mile to 101| miles. 
100 



WOHCESTBB AND WE STB Bit BAIUtOADS. 



opee River, haiing' made its circuit, 
point of Wi]billhaiii 'Mountain, not 
the line. I: ^^ 
naa at this ^' 
spot where the 'j _ 
ChickopeeBiv- q^^i^>^ .J-V^ 



ms to the Bonth ; and, at the 
I at hand, it la again close tc 




1 shot him with a pistol, pulled him irom his 
horse, and with a huge club mangled his head in a ahooking manner. 
They afterwards rifled his pockets, turned his horse into a pasture, 
and dragged the dead body to the river, where they sank it with Sat 
trtODea. The murderets, whose niroea were Daley and Halligan, 
were afterwards arresled, tried and executed, at Northampton. 

At North Willbbaham Station, passengent for the Wesleyan 
Academj leave the train. This is an institution of high reputation. 
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West Springfield 



100 

: to Agawam. 



Wmn SpaufOFiKLD, 1 mile. Wost SpriUgfleld. Aoawax. 2 wSkk 

Ia«^Di 7 " IM, _ CoNNBCTioOTLiirB,6 « 

Westfield River, close to the lia& 



Block Brook crosses. Q7 m^ 



ciLi I ,jb 



101 



Rise 26 feet per mile to 102| milas. 



DB 



102 



Level to 107f mUet. (Gnde undii- 

lating.) 

103 



Very heavy rock excavation, fifty 
net in depth. 

West Springfield 



Paucatuck Brook crosses. 07 B} 



Brook. ■ 
Brook. "^ 



Agawam 



Excavation in sand-hilL 

Springfield and Westfield road, and ^ 
Pond Brook, under same bridge. ^ 



104 Westfield Rivvr, 
= to Westfield. 



Provins Moantain, aciOM the river, 
687 feet in height. 



^106 



k 



to Westfield. 



XT Pond Brook rieee In Southamp 
106 ton. 
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utend throughout the year. Soon after learing thla station the sum- 
mits of Mount Holyoke, and Mount Torn can be seen on the north. 
TheM mouDtains are aboni twenty miles distant, Holyoke being upon 
the eaat, and Mt. Tom on the west, aide of Connecticut Eiver, In 
clear weather, their tops can be frequently seen, in passing from the 
90th to the QSth mile. 

WiLLDRAHAM, the Hcxt Station, is in the extreme north-weat corner 
of the town. The village of Jenksville, in Ludlow, is only one mite 
distant. At Indian Orchard, half a mile beyond Jenksville, is a large 
and very valuable water power. A company has been formed to 
improve it, and a stone dam buili across the entire river. It will 
doubtless become in a few years a thriving manufacturing place. A 
ride of four miles over an uninteresting level country, brings us to the 
beginning of a descending plane of sixty feet per mile, and nearly three 
miles in length, which terminates at Springfield. As the cars stop 
here about thi«e quarters of an hour, the traveller has ample time to 

Springfield is in every respect the most important place upon this 
It is situated upon the eisl«m bank o' " ~ 




nearly midway between Boston and Albany. It haa a railroad upon 
the north, up the valley of the Connecticut to Northampton and Green- 
field : on the east, one to Boston : on the south, duk to Hartford and 
New Haven ; and on the west, one to Albany ; all of which centre at 
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Southampton 



=^ 



106 



107 

: to Westfield. 



Rise 12 feet per mile to 110| mi 
0= (Grade undulating.) 



Southampton, 7 miles. 
Northampton, 16 " 

The Hampshire and Hampden Canal 
croeses the line. 

Montgomery 



Westfield. 



108 



Wbstpibld, ^ mile. 

SOUTHWICK, 5^ " 



Westfield 



Viaduct ofthe Hampshire and Hs 
den Canal, over the Westfield R 
to Westfield. 



Moose Meadow Brook, rises in mj 
Montgomery, and falls into West- 
field River. 



Montgomery 



DbiO" 



: to Montgomery. 
109 



Highlands begin. 



to Westfield. 



110 



Rise 36 feet pei- mile to 113^ mil 



111 



Westfield RlT«r, doM to the Ud 



lift 
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one station, in the north put of the village. The business pait of tbe 
town is on Main atreet, which is nearly three miles in length, tbtj 
apadouB, and contains naoj elegant buildmgs. The street runs paf- 
allel with the river, and on the east the land rises \iith a gtadnal 
slope i on which, overlooking the town and river, are many handsotoe 
private dwellings. The United States Armory, the largest and most 
important of the kind in the Union, stands on high ground, about half 
a mile east irom Main street. The buildings are of brick, neatlj 
arranged around a square. From (he cupola of one of them there ia 
a delightful view of the surrounding country. Prom twelve to Gfteeo 
thousand muskets are annually manufactured here ; and one hundred 
and fifty thousand are stored in the arsenals connected with the estab- 
lishment. 

The town of Springfield has an immense water power, and cotton 
goods, paper, iron castings, biass cannon, machinery, &c., are manu- 
factured to a great extent in various parts of tlie town. Population ia 
1845, 14,703. 

At Springfield, the Western Railroad company have erected nunieiv 
OU8 large freight and car houses, a large machine shop, a circular en- 
gine house, besides other necesaarj buildings; the whole covering sev- 
eral acres of ground. The bridge over the Connecticut River is a fine 




ar Brtiigo. 



piece of work 

construcled of t 

bame, far ooe uack 

only, 1364 feet long, 

of seven spans 180 feet each. The flooring is thirty feet above the 

water, and is covered with tin. The piers, of which there aie uz, are 

of hewn granite, laid in hydrauhc cement, and of great strength ; 

deemed sufficient to resist the pressure of the ice and current in the 

greatest freshets. This bridge cost $131,613. 

After crossing the Connecticut, we commence by a gradual Mcent, 
e for the first twelve miles, the rise to Washington Summit — 
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Tekoa Moaatain, close to the line. 
Canal Aeder, above. 






Waterfall. 



Shatterack Brook, s^* bC 
Westfield River, m^ 



Shatterack IVlountaiQ. 



Bnasell. 



Westfield River, m^ 



Bearden Brook. 07 b^ 



lift 



Wastfidd Rirar, panUeL 



I Feeder of the Hampshire and Hamp- 

1X3 den Canal croeses the line. It 

has its rise in Westfield River, 

and fells into the caoal about 

six miles distant. 



Rise 26 iiset per mile to 119| miles. 



114 



h 

^116 

Ha <CQ Bradley Brook. 



Blandvord, 4 miles. 
Gbanvxuui, 9 " 

Tuttle Mountain. 



Utf 



N Tuttle Bend Bridge. At this bridge 
^ are the two shortest currea upori 
the Western Railroad, one at 955 
and one of 882 feet raaius. 



h 



117 



High nuDge of hiUa, 



118 
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the highest point of land pMsed by the cats. PasBinif Wear Spbinh- 
FiELD, the road lays tlirougli a fine iritcnale, 
upon llie north bank of Westfield River. Here 
L may be seen some of the finest lanns of which 
^-~-.^-, ihia Stale can boast. 
' At the 104lh mile, 







through for the p: 



a very deep ledge of hard rock, cv 
.. This]edge,at thehighestpoinl, ^ 
is 5d feet ^ove the track. Veatiges of £ 
the mde huts once inhabited by work- £ 
men upon thia road, are now o< 
aJly seen skirting the track. 

Wkstfield. This town is beauti- 
flilly aituated in a basin, about four 

miles in diameter, surrounded by high Eridg» ossr Biucit Brook. 

hills. The principal village is about half a mile south iTom the statio 

It is a handsome place, and fast i 





crosses the Iriib Hui. 

le station. This canal extends from New 
Haven, Coon., to Northampton, Mass., is 78 miles in length, and 
coot $600,000. This was once considered good property, but the 
introduction of railroads has been a Atsl blow to it, and it is now 
■Imost valueless. 
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Tnjlor*! Brook, ri«w In Norwich. B7 



J 



Norwich 



North Branch of Weatfield, or Nor- 
wich River, which rises in Savoy, 
here unites with ttie West Branch, 074 1 
and forms the main stream. | 

Norwich Bridob, 1^ miles. Chdlter 
Norwich, 4 " = 



Westfield River, west hranch. cQ 



Ha 



to Blandford. 



From this point the track folio* 

1 the west branch of Weatfiel 

yU9 River, which it crosses, wittii 

^ the distance of 17 miles, twb 

TY-FrVB TIMBB. 

Villag O* Blandfo&d, 4 miles. 



h 






Rise 36 feet per mile to I25i miles. 



Weetfield Rirer, dose to the line. 



Westfield River. HI] 



m-^ 



120 



122 

||BX3 Roaring Brook. 



lAd 



h 



124 
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At 109 miles 
Ihe Una ccobb- 

Meadow brook 
& stream of COD 

Biderable size 

on through the j 
meadows 
hilla, however,^ 
graduaUy clos- 
ing in. At the 
111th mile post WesiritW Siaiiim. 

the light grade ends, and we entei upon the heavy grades up the rug- 
ged and uneven mountain's side. For the next 27 n ~ 
grade less than 25 feet to the 
mile, the rise in that distance 
being 1370 feel. Here the 
mountains shut in c 
sides of the river, and the 
line continues on the north ■ 
bank, along the precipitou 
side of Tekoa Mountain, J 
where there is scarcely room 
for a road to be built. Higher 
up, the canal feeder winds 
round the rocky side of the 

hill. Just before arriving at RnasBLL the road crosses the r 
first time, on arnl 

bridge ; undernpa h . — > , <^>». 

whicl the stream n ^_^ --f' =2^|999U 

ttunbl g I 




Bridgaoi 




M 



CHART OF THB WESTERN RAILROAD. 



Abbott's Brook. 07 ■j| 



Waitfield Rlrer. m^ 



Albany and 



PLtnocBTviLLB, 4 miles. *Cllieste; 

WoRTHmOTON, 9 " 
MiDDLBFIBLD, 6 " ^^^^ ^ 



Westfield Rirer. 



CheBter Factories 



] 



IMr 



h 



Rise 56 iiset per mile to 1271 mUtt. 
B ^ringfield Tnmpike. 



in Westfield Rirer. 
Factories. One, 9 milM. 

- a^ NOBTH BLA2n>F0RO, 5 " 

= toBecket. 






Lofty mountains now shut down 
close to the line upon both sides. ^ 



One mile of this road, between the 
l^th and the 129th mile-posts, 
cost the company 9219,929 87 ; and 
the whole mountain division, 13| 
miles in length, oyer one million 
of dollars. 



h 



I 



Westfield Rirer. bQ 

h 






127 

« to Middlefield. 



Rise 78 feet per mile to 19H miles. 

■ Westfield River, under arched stone 
bridge. 

pB Arched stone bridge. 



Db Arched stone Mdge. 

h 

1^ Arched stone bridge. 



iL Deep rock cuttiof. See Frontispiece. 

IN 

■ Westfield River. 
130 
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roc^ bed, fonns a tctt nmiuitia M. RuskII station b in the north 
part of the town, between two high niountaiaB which approach very 
near each other ; Shatterack Hountain npon the north, aod Tuttia 
Mountain od the soath nde of the river. Theie aie very few buiU- 




inge in the vicinity ; and the whole appearance of the place ia in the 
bjghest degree wild and picturesque. It is, indeed, a channing spot ; 
and to those who would, for a few days, leave the hot walla and the 
din of city life behind, and wander alone, among the wild wooda and 
giant mounl^s of the country, aa God made them, this place, above 
all others upon the line, is preferable. 
At Tuttle Bend Bridge, a short diatance west of this atation, the 



northern banic as at first. 
About two miles above 
Rnsaell, there isabeauti-' 
fill fell of the Westfield 
River, in full view of the 
cars on the south side, aa 
ws pass along. The 
rocky points project in eJI 
directions, and the water 
from above, as it tumbles 
along, is whitened with 
foam, and makes I 




Fall! (lion RoHtll. 



eating appearance. On the oppowle aide are several mills, finely 
located. At the U9tb mile, the line crosses ovei the north branch of 
the Westfield River, and from thence to the summit continue* up the 
west branch, cios«ng it, in a distance of seventeen milee, twenty-font 
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Factory Brook and MIddleflAld Road ^ 



uodorUMline. 



Rock cutting. 



Rock cutting. 



m 



h 



k. 
^ 



Bliddlefleld 



180 RockcHttiog. 



U 



EmlianknMOt. 



131 



m 

m KockcMtto* 
^13a Rock cotUng. 



pi 



133 






'134 

- to Otis. 



Village. 



Coal Fits 



MiDDLEPiBLD, 4 miles. North Beeket* Bsoxn, 4 milee. 



WOETHINOTOM, 10 " 



■4^ 



Weatfield Rirar. 



Middlefield 



h 



h 



IV Rise 70 feet per mile to 136i miles. 



Lbs, 9 " 

MoirraBBT, 13 *' 



IN 



186 



SB to WaahingtoD. 



IM 
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.•Sis' 



Cbister ViLLiGK, the next station, is a flourishing n 

place, BDiTDimded by hills, and directly upon 

the niltoad. It ii in ths extreme sou^ eaat- 

em part of the town, some of the huildings 

being in Blandford. The line now again * 

cToaoea the rivet, and continues for several 5] 

miles, at a rise of 35 feet per mile, along the ^ 

base of the Blandford Mountains, which cl 

down quite to the river, and which are very - 

steep and heavily wooded. On the north 

bank, also.a chain of hills, nearly as formida- 
ble, close the river in a narrow channel. If the traveller can catch a 

glimpse of Roaring Brook, which comes tumbling down the mountain 
side, nearly perpendicular for several 
hundred feet, on the south side of the 
track,<near (he 132d mile, he will be 
able to judge of the precipitous charac- 
ter of these hills. Before arriving at 
next station, howe"er,they recede some- 
what from the stream, and the country 
again appears more open. Chesteb 
Factories is another thriving village, 
direclly upon the road. It is the half- 
way station between Springfield and 
— Pitiaficld. As it is also at the bottom 
of the heavy mountain section grades, a 
stop of several minutes is required to 
prepare for the ascent. Like all other 
small villages upon the line of the West- 
em Railroad, Chester Facluriea has 
Roaring BriKik. rapidly increased in wealth and business 

unce its completion. There is a large 

amount of water power at almost any point in this vicinity. 
Leaving this station, we 

pass along through a narrow 

meadow for a mile and a half, 

and at 1S7J miles, through a 

deep rock cutting, and im- 
mediately over a stone arched '' 

bridge, sisty feet above the 

river, we enter the mountain 

section. No language (hat 

we are master of could give the ttaveller any inopei description of the 
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Ttat Watllrlil RInr. nnw Airii 

Ihi llH br ihe di« 111 
1U<h innUiikmint. 
rU» in WuhlngUn, 
cnmliij lb iliie — " 

WMhinwopifti.riiiui -'iii>. Thli 
Un'Jih'ur'l''""" 



BlB 90 hat par mlk U 1371 tnDM. 
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wildneaa, the graiideiir, or the obfltacles Biumounted in the constrac- 
tioD of thiB portion of the route The nrer is exceedingly crooked, 
and the htly mouatauiB which are very oteep and rug-gaj, and of 




Bolid rock, 
shut down 
qiiitti to the 
n bath sides^ their 
sharp points ehootiag by 
each other, remiering 
crossingB at every bend 
of the stream indiapenaa- 
ble. In addition to thia, the points of the hills must be cut away, and 
for many miles these rock cuttings and bridges follow each other in 
re^lar and rapid succession. The grade here Is 80 feet per mile, and, 
although the track is sixty feel above the river at the bottom, yet, bo 
rapidly does the water fall, that at Mc'Elwiiin's Mills, about five miles 
distant, the grade is but 2^ feet above the mill dam. Nor does the 
passing traveller, hurling along rapidly as he ia, see much of the 
beauty of thia mountain gorge. It is not until he has seen, from the 
base of these mighty structures of art, the passage of the cars, that 
their magnificence is really felt. Miss Sedgwick thus happily da- 
scribes the passage up the valley of ihb river : 

" After leaving tbe wide meadows of ihe Connccticnl, basking )d (heir rich 
Inheritance of alluvial soil, and unimpeded innBhine, you «Ind throngh the 
narrav valleys of the Weslfield River, with maaaeB of mounlsins before yoq, 
and woodland heights crowdir^ in upon yon, so that at every puff of Ihe ei^hN 
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ILi 



HouMUmic Rirer, parallel. 



Hinsdale «<] 



High embankment. 



Dalton 



51 



Housatonic River meadowa below 
the line. 



Daltom, } mile. 
Lanbsboro', 6 " 
Chbshibb, 8 ** 



Dalton. 



Pittsfield in the distance, looking 
nearly down the road. 



Dalton 



Honsatonic River. 07 "^ 



MS 

- Fall 74 feet per mile to 147| miks. 



\r^ to Dalton. 



143 



144 

DHiwa) 

1^ to Hinsdale. 



IM 



146 



toPittsfield. 



147 



m Rise 16 ftet per mltoto'ieOi mill 
148 
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channel, which hale b«a lom 
np and rolled down by the 
■weepii^ toirenU of spring 
DD, tie bared luid 
whitening In Ihe summet's 




along beaide you wilh the 
recklessness of childhood. It 
leaps down precipices, runs 
forth Isu^ng in the dimpling 

behind a knotty copse of ever- 



Iredfeel 

mighty walls frowr 

scenery changes wilh every changing se 
My wilh every chsn^ of almosphere. In the sprin;, while the skiria of win- 
ter siill hang over this high-cold region, and the trees seem afrsid to put ont 
their buds, Ihe river breaks forth from Its icy bars, and leaps and rushes on aa 
if wilh conscious joy for its recovered liberty. It is IheSrsl sound that breaks 

lilLe (he sweetest of human sounds, the morning song of a child waking oos 
finm a dreary dieam, 

"lasummeT, as there is little on these savage hills of what is peculiar to 

piles of clouds hide the hot sua, and the rain is pouring down in sheets, when 
every little dropping rill that has dried away in the summer^s heat is suddeulj 
swelled into a walerfall, and over the banks and down the dilTs they coma 
pouring and leaping along, 

"In autumn, the beeches and maples on the hillsides are glowii^ with 
a metallic brightness, softened and set off most exquisitely by the eveigmen 
of the towering pines, the massive cones of the Norway firs, and the giaceM 
plumy hemlocks that intersperse them. 
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Pittsfleld and North Adams Rail- .O— --. 
road, 20 miles in lengtti, termla- \\ 

ating at Nortli Adams village. ' ' 

Opened in October, 1846. "' 



148 



149 



Pond. 



PONTOOSUC VlLLAOB, 

Lanbsboro', 

ASHFORD, 

Nbw Lbbanom Springs, 7^ " 
wnxiamstown collbobs, 19 " 



miles. *Kt52eId. 



2 

5 " 

11 " 



< Uiiji iiilii 



160 



Fan 10 feet per mile to 151} miles. 

Lbnox, 7^ miles. 

Lbb, 11 " 

Stogxbrzdob, 13 " 



=^ 



West branch of Housatonic Rirer, (nr ^Q 
unites with east or main branch 
at Pittsfield. 



g. 



161 



Sweet Brook. Rises in Hancock. o> mC 



Rise 44 feet per mile to 154i raile«. 



162 



Brook. O'bQ 



Shaker Village s<] 



Steams' Bnxdc, doM to the line. 



^163 



Da toPittafidd. 



164 
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" Id vUitn, the art that aendi ;ou iwifUy and securel; througb time lUni 
BoUtudea ia moal gntefully fell. The trees bend creakiag before the howling 
bUn, thencnr » driving Bud drifting — here it U piled on either side in solid 
wsUb BlwTe your car, and there the hideous roots of the upturned slumps are 
bare. ElreD the haidj mountain children have shrunli from (he biting btaat, 
and tha vhimpering d<^ has begged an inside l>enh. Tou see no little tow- 
head vith its curious eyes peerii^ at you through the icy window, you hear 
not even the salute of a hark. On you glide, h; the aid of the most recent 

■till marked with the sarage grandeur ofils primeval condition." 



Id descend ing this plam 
ihe " brakes" are put u 



no steam ia required, but on the contrary, 
to prevent loo great speed ftoin the (broe 
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North Beckbt 
the next stat on is a 
small vitlaye in the u«pi,ui«. v,a,n,ne.on^..i.n„.. 

northern part of the town of Becket- Large quantitiea of charcoal are 
umually carried to Boston from this town. Just before reaching this 
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tin iftA 

Shakbe Vzllaob, 1 mile. Shaker Yillaffe. {^tbarmsvillb, } mile. 



Nbw LdDANoif Sntmrn, 6 

Stearos' Brook, rises in H&ncock (17 ■H 
and 611a Into Housatonic RiTer. 

Shalcer Village. 

Hancock Mountains in the distance. 



Perry's Peak, 2069 feet. 



New Lebanon Springs 



■S2 



Cone's Brook, (nr bQ 



RiGHMOND, 1 mile. 



m 



Rise 13 feet per mile to 156| miloi. 



166 



166 



^ to Lenox. 

FaU 45 feet per mile to 161i miles. 

167 



DBcO Cone's Brookjises in Lenox, an( 
falls into Williams' Rirer a 
West Stockbridge Village. 



168 



Bichmond* 



Griffin's Brook. icr all 



Lbnoz, 6 miles. 

Lbb, 9 " 

WB8TSlOaKBBID«B,8^ <* 



169 



n 160 



RAiutoAoa. 65 

place, the hiUe seem to break awaj, the counti? becomes open, ajid 
the prospect extended. At WaBhin^ton Summit ia the moat formida- 
ble lock cutting upon the Western Railroad; being orer half a mile 
ID length, and 55 feet deep in ita greatest depth. There ia likewiae 
k heavy embankment juat before reaching tliis "cut," under which the 
Westfield RiTer, now a mere rivulet, crosaea the line for the first time. 

WisuTNaTON. At this alation there are but very few houses, and 
but very little business done. The land is cold, and much of it 
devoted to pasturing. The main village in the lown is aome three 
miles to the aouth-east. 

Ftom Washington to Hinsdale, a distance of nearly live miles, the 
road passes over the high table land dividing the watera which fall 
into Connecticut Rivei on the east, tioin those which flow westerly, 
and fell into the Housatonic River. The course of the line ia nearly 
north, and the grade nearly level, though somewhat undulating. 
From the elevatluna in this vicinity, the prospect ia at once extensive 
and imposing. The blue summits of the Catskill Mountaina can be 
seen in clear weather. Hinsdale, the next station, lies on the weat- 
eta wde uf the Green Mountain range. There is some water power 
iu the town, which is moderately improved, though the principal 
employment of the inhabitants is in agriculture. About one hundred 
yards west of the station ia the beginning of a descending plane of 76 
feet per mile, for six miles. This rapid fall was found to be unavoid- 
able. Many esperi- ,,.,. 
mental lines were sui- """ 
veyed , yet it was ascer- 
tdned Uiat the line now 
built was ihe beat. The 
east blanch of the Hou- 
satonic River, at the 
beginning of this plane, 
is but a short diatmice 
to the north, yet bo 
rapidly does ihat stream 
fell, that even with the 
heavy 76 feet grade, the 
railroad is thrown aome 
distance up the hillaide, 
in order to equalize the 
descent. Aaide from 
the grade, the only ae- 




expensive 



VlawttetowDnlHn. 

) this eeetion were a very deep and 
and a high embankment, which fellow each 
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Canaan, N. Y. 



160 



to Weat Stockbridi^ 



161 



Albanv and Weat Stockbridge Rail- 
road begins at State Line. 



^ 



Lerel to 162 miles. 

(QF>HousATONic Railkoad, Brdoi- 
^ , PORT, 102 miles. 

BtateLine. NbwYoek, 162 " 

V^ Hudson and Beikshira Railroad. 
Rise 20 ieet per mile to l6^ milaa. 



^162 



The grades of the Albany and West 
Stockbridge are exceedingly yari- 
able and undulating. Tne chart, 
however, will give the general in- 
clinations. 

Hudson and Berkshira Road, panlleL 



Edwar ds* Dep ot 



163 



Canaan Tunnel. This tunnel is 548 
feet in length, through limestone 
and slate rock, and is one hundred 
feet below the surface of the ground 
at the highest point It contains 
9,920 yards of rock, and its ezca- 
▼ation cost #36,000. 



I 
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Fall 40 ftet per rnilA to 176i milesi 



166 



166 
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Other about two miles below the Hinadile Station. More than 150,- 
000 cubic yards of earth were removed from the cutting, the embank- 
ment requiring 175,000 yunls. AHer pasaing these, the view on the 
north side of the line &om the cais is extended and beautiful in tha 
highest degree. The Housatonic, now considerably below, winds 
through a rich and fertile meadow ; the village of Dalton Is spread 
out among the trees in full view ; while, fee to the north, a chain of 
hills, covered with a thick forest, presenls a rough contrast to the 
delighttiil meadows near at hand. Daltoh Station is a short distance 
soutii from the village. Crossing (he cast branch of the Housatonic, 



by a slightly 
way between Springfield and 
Albany. The Indian name 
of this place was Pontoosuc. 
This is an extremely beautiful 
place, being situated nearly in 
the centre of the rich valley of 
the Housatonic River. At a 
distance, on nearly all sides, 
there are high hills. The 
Tillage is about one thousand 
feet above the level of the sea. 



PiTTSFiELD, which ifl half 




PiLufleld SuiioD. 



considerable number of 




The mam street is broad and J 
handsome, and extends through S~ 

the whole vUlage. The Berk- ^'" f™ P»tMfMA Comi 

SHifie Festival, held at Pittafietd in August, 1844, waa, probably, 
rt interesting and successful event of the kind in the liistory of 



imlry. It v 



a gathering of the emigrants from Berkshire 
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166 



Canaan Corners, 4 mile. 

New Lebanon SpRiNas, 7 " 
Lebanon, 5^ 



Canaan. 



(( 
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Canaan Centre, 4 miles. 



168 



Mulatto Creek. This is the first 
stream crossed by the liae which 
falls into Hudson River. 



q 



169 



^170 



New Brhain, 5 miles. East 



I_LL 
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tnam. Canaan, 4 miles. 



172 
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Connty, and of ila own citizens ; and the exercises of the occaaian 
were a sermon, a. poem, mid an oration, with addresses, closing with 
the sociality of a public dinner. Eighteen of the twenty-six states 
were represented. 

The station at PittaGeld is built directly over the track, to which 
acceea is had by a flight of steps on each side- 
One mile west of Pittsfield, we reach the bottom of another plane, 
wbich rises less rapidly than the principal one just past, to Riobmood 
Summit, six miles* distant. The grade, for the most part, is eaay. 

Sbaeer ViLLAOE is the next station. It is about equi-diaiant from 
Shaker Village on the 
north, and Sleamsville, 
a busy manu&ctiinng 
Tillage on the south 
the former being in the 
town of Hancock the 
latter in Piltafield At 
the village upon the 
north side, which can 
be seen from the station, 
there is a family of more 
than two hundred bsAE 
Esa. They own about 
two thousand acres of 
land, and make all sons 
of warea, cultivate all 
varieties of fruit, erain, 

, . , , , ' ^ , ' Crowing it Shuk.r ViUogo, 

and vegetables iii abun- 
dance. They own a large circular bam in common, two hundred and 
seventy feet in compass, built of stone, and sufficiently high to cont^n 
a vast amount of hay and grain. These Shakers hold that God is 
male and female, that Christ was the male Saviour, and that Ann 
Lee, called sometimes Mother Ann, was the female Saviour. They 
also hold that marriage is unlawful, and that they who do not marry 
only are saved. They require all the membera to make confession of 
BiniB to the elders, who profess to have special revelations. They 
pTofesB to have all things in common, but, as might be expected, the 
property, as weU as the association, is controlled by a few leading 
members. 

Richmond, another agricultural town, is situated in a valley fooi 
miles from Shaker Village. The scenery around this place has been 
long noted for its beauty. A rapid descent of three miles now brings 
v« to the State LniB, the last station in MassachuseUs. In passing 
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ie view of Saddleback Mountain, ftoin 



down diis plane, there ii 
^e railroad. Being 
directly down the 
track, it can onjy be 
seen from the ) 
car. State Line Sta ^_^ 

bridge, a short di»- ^^^ "i?^ ^ 

tance from the vil ^ o-- ■=**" S^i^^-- — ' * 

lage. Here the Hon Sad i tbacfc Mouns n 

satonic Railroad, from West Stockbndge W Bridgeport, Conn., joins 

the Western ; here, also, the Hudson and Berkshire, and the Albany 





EtaM Llns Station. 



and West Stockbndge Roads begin. The former extends to Hudson 
New York. The rails are of wood co ered with s raps of iron 
During a part of the year 1842, this rodd as far as Chatham Comer 
was used for the passage of the cats from Boiton to Alba y owing to 
the unfinished state of the new and improved line now used between 
these points. 

Three miles west, at Curtis' Summit, the line passes a tunnel cut 
through solid rock. It is short, being only 648 feet in length. It is 
somewhat remarkable, that in the New England States, with one 
thousand miles of railroad in operation, crossing mountains and val- 
leys in almost every direction, there should be but three tunnels, and 
these of inconsiderable length. It might be naturally supposed, that 
in a country as hilly aa our own, the frequent occurrence of these 
works of art would be indispensable. In England, the case is widely 
different. On the London and Brighlvn line, fifty miles in length, 
there are six tunnels, measuring, in the aggregate, over three and a 
half miles, and costing nearly two -millions of dollars. On the Wol- 
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tJLrr-TpiL> 



Brook. inr"*l 



The Steine Kill Creek croasea. 



^ 



178 



Einderhook Creek crosses. Thfs iry^ 
stream rises in Hancock. Mass., 
and falls into Hudson Riyer at 
Stockport. 



Chatham Cbntrb, I mile. 
Maldbn Bridob, 5 " 
North Chatham, 4 '* 
Union Villaob, 6| *' 






179 



g 



This bridge answers three purposes; 
as a crossing for the cars over a 
very deep ravine, as a road-way, 
and as a passage for the stream 
under. 



180 



The Catsklll Mountains visihle in 
clear weather, in the distance. 



181 



I 182 
Chatham Centare. 




Yalatib, 2 miles. 

EiNDBRHOOK, 4 " 

Rise 35 feet per mile to 183| miles. 



183 



Fall 40 feet per mile to 184^ mitofc 
184 



WORCKBTKS J 



Terton line, 63 miles in lecftb, there are eii in 
Wfttford Tunnel, ia a mik and a half long, an 



; one of which, the 
«t $760,000. It ia 




firand that a iDnnel through soltd rock costs no more thaci would tn 
open cutting forty feet deep After 
psBsing the tunnel there is a descend 
ing plane offorty feel permile nearly 
twelve miles id length Canaan ib 
the first stopping place Passengers 
for New Lebanon SpnnES can leave 
the line at this sntion These springs J 
aiB in the town of New Lebanon s 
eral miles distant from the rtulroad j 
They are tn a delijrhtful valley i 
TOunded by hii^h and uell cultivated 
bills; and are Msited every suinmer 
by travellers from all parts of the c 
country. The spnnga are on the ., „' "TT^ 

moe ol the hill and are so abun 

dant, that a, small water power is created They are considered bene- 
ficial in internal obstructions salt-rheum and cutaneous afieclions 
generally. The water is tasteless pure as any crystal inodorous 
and soft. Ihe temperature is 73° of Fahrenheit or near eunimer 
heat, which renders bathing delightful Other spnnge are met with 
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Hmry rock cutting. 



184 



!>» 



NoETH Chatham, 3^ milefl. Kinderhook. 



Pond. BlI 



Rise 20 feet per mile to 185^ miles. 

EiNDBRHOOK, 3^ miles. 
Valatib, 1| " 



r_186 Catskill Mountains again risi* 
" ble from near Kinderhook sta- 



tion. 



Level to 186 miles. 



186 

:: FaU ao feet per mile to 1881 milea. 



Pond. 



187 

3 Catskill Mountains are about twelve 
miles west of the Hudson River, 

K and are 3856 feet high. They are 
now nearly 40 miles distant. 



188 



Fall 90 feet per mile to 189| miles. 



189 



Level to 191 miles. 
I 190 
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in tbe neighborhood, the waters of which are nearly aa coM u 
iee. There is an eatabliahmenl for "Water Care" at this place. If 
the watcTB of either cold or warm apringB can cure any of " the ills 
which flesh is heir to," this delightful spot ofiers rare attractions for 
a]] clsBses of su&rers to go and be healed. 




EuT Chatham Station ia exactly upon the line between Canaan 
uid Chatham. Two roilea beyond, the Hudson and Berkahire Rail- 
wad and Steine Kill Creek psbb under the track, and two miles flii- 




Ctoh ng DIM Hudwo 



tbn, ths two roads again cross each other at grade. From thsnea to 
Cbathaoi Comers, they follow close together, aide byside. To sroid 
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FWl 31 ftet per mile to 192i milee. 



Moordenaar'a Creek risee in Sand _J 
Lake, and falls into the Hndaon *^ 
Rirer at Oastleton. 1 



192 

IWIID- Rise 20 ftet per mile to 193 mike 
fiuDsoN RzvxB, 1^ milee. 



193 

Fall 32 feet per mile to 194 miles. 



^ 



^ 



aU 16 feet per mile to 195i miles. 



195 



Fan 31 ftet per mile to Oreenbusb. 

Hutkon River now visible «*■ serwal 
miles in extent. 

196 
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makiiig abrupt 
oorreB, the Albanj 
mid West Stock- 
bridge line crosaeg 
the creek three 
times within a half 

Chatham Cor- 
ners is the next 
statLon. Here the 
two toads separate ' 
— the Hudson line 
taking a southerly 
direction taward 
the city of Hudson . 
The New York 
and Albany Rail- 
road (the Uaaflem 

Extension) wiH T(owfnimBrliigao?erSU)1iH.KLLICr«lt. 

unite with the Albany road at this place when completed. 

There is a flourishing vDlage here. Largs quantities of swine are 
■imaally carried to Brighton market from ihe neighborhood. There 
is also some conaiderable manufacturing done. 

Leaving Chatham Corners, the Albany road makes an abnipt 
cnrre, and, for two miles, tuns directly north. 





Biidgs DTK Suine Kill Cmk. 
Kill Creek, and a highway on a high wooden bridge, sixty-fivB feet 
above the water. Soon afler crossing this bridge, the traveller will 
obtain a fine view of the Catskill Mountains in the distance. They 
lie about 13 miles west of Hudson River, and are a place of consider- 
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Teirkenkill Brook, fcr^ 



Troy and Oreenbush Railroad, sfzXS 
milos ia length, opened in 1845. 




196 



197 



198 



tl99 

m 
1^ 



^(Cr Part of Hudson River. 

aoo 

Oreenbush. 
Albany. 



Note. -^ In reading up the line it must be remembered that the 
gradients of the road are reversed. Thus, from 200 to 195i| miles, 
RISE 34 feet per mile ; from 1954^ to 194 miles, rise 15 feet per mile, 
and so on. 

Passengers stopping at Albany cross the ferry to the city, their 
baggage being delivered on the boat. 

Troy passengers take the cars on the Greenbush side of the river, 
and their baggage is deUvered at Troy. 
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abb leaort in the aammer season. The Catakill Moantain House, 
built for the reception of visiioTs, is situated upon the sDmmit of one 
of the moat eaEteily peaks, at an elevation of 3000 feet above the sea. 




Thg CUiklU M 

" The mount«n is here crowned by 3, table rock of ir 
on which the house is built. This rock lerminates, a. few feet in front 
of the house, in a fearful precipice, from the brow of which the inex- 
perienced beholder starts back in uncontrollable alarm. In the rear, 
peaks upon peaks rise in every direction, and far away in the distance, 
all Covered with luxuriant foliage. No description can do justice to 
the almost illimitable prospect in front. Standing upon the piazza 01 
the tock just mentioned, you seem (o have left the earth, and 10 he 
gazing from some ethereal height down upon the world and its con- 
cerns. You see nothing above, or around you— -all ia below — even 
the clouds wheel and roll in tieecy grandeur at your feet. Forests, 
meadows, harvest-fields, plains, mountains, rivers, lakes, cottagea. 
Tillages and cities, are in every direction. A deep repose seems to 
have settled upon the world. No sound reaches you, except, perhaps, 
the rattle of the thunder from some distant hill, or the sweet song of 
tbe niountain bird upon the tree beneath you." 

Chatham Centre, the third station in this town, lies upon the west 
line of the town. Two miles beyond 

village is several 
miles from the sta- 
tion. The surface - _ 
of the town is di- 
Tersified, and the 
soil good. This 
is the birthplace of 
HattinVan Bi 
Ex-President of 
tbe Umied States. 




Em 



Cndarbook SuUdd 

> milea aonth of the village, no 



viable from tbe 
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an. The New York and Albany Msgneti 
nilroad at this station. 

ScHODACK, ihe last station before reaching GTeeobnsh, is a diming 
sgricultuTal town, eight milea from Albanj. The aurface is some- 
what hilly, though the soil is good. At 1951 nulaa, the paBsenger 
will get Ihe iiist view of Hudson River, which, from hence to Green- 
bush, is frequently seen. The cars being nearly one hundred and 
fifty feet above the rivet, the pioepect ia extended and very iutereat- 
ing. The river can be seen winding through the valley for aeveral 
milea north and south, the meadowa carpeted with green, the villagea 
with tbeii neat white buildings, and the blue aummitairf'the CatakiUa, 
— all tend to i«iider the picture interesting and lovely. Sooatbeinty 
of Albany, on the oppoaite bank of the 
river, appears, the streets rising from 
the water, one above the other, is lega- 
lar succeesion. A few more puffi from 
ronsieedand weareaiGBEBNBUSH, 
~ the last station upon the road. Thla is 
destined to be a place of great business. 
^ The Hudson River Railroad lerminatee 
^ here, the Albany and West Stockbridge 
and the Haarlem Extension terminate 
Where, and the Troy and Greenbuah Rail~ 
terminates here. The Weetem 
^Railroad Company have erected opon 
what was an i^and, a commodioua pas- 
senger bouse, be«des several large cu 
builduigB and freight depots. The new freight bouse ia the largest 





building in the United States. It was built under the superiuteudeBOS 
of Mi. Witt. It extends quite acroas the island. The walls m 19 






feet high, 9 feet thick at the baae, and 5i feet thick al the top. Tlw 
Iniilding covcTB an area of two and a half acres, being seven hundred 
Snd fifty feet in length, and one hundred and thirty-three in breadA. 
*nie cost of the building will not vary much from $100,000. 

At Greenbush, the passengers for Troy lake (he cars for that place 
iriAoiit crossing the river. Albany passengers step on board the 
ferry boat, and a few minutes lands them on the Albany aide. 




Albany city, the capital of the state of New York, is aiiuated upon 
the west bank of the Hudson River, 145 miles from New York city. 
It ia 3S9 miles from Buflalo, S50 miles from Montreal, and 380 from 
Wiiahington city ; Population about 45,000. The city ia built upon 
ft flat, alluvial tract of ]and, along the margin of the river", frum 15 to 
100 rods wide, back of which it rises abruptly, attaining within the 
•pace of half a mile, an elevation of 153 feet, and in one mile, 820 
feet above the river. Beyond this, the eur&ce is level. The older 
portions of the city are laid out very irregularly, and some of them are 
rei; narrow. The streets recently built are more spacious and rega- 
]ai. Slate street is from 150 to ITO feet wide, and has a steep ascent 
to the lop of the hill. Many of the private, and more especially the 
public buildings of Albany, have fine eltuationa, and overlook an 
extensive and a beautiful prospect. 

The Capitol, which atanda al the head of State street, on the hill, is 
a large stone edifice, 116 feet long, and 90 feet broad, fronting east, on 
& fine square. It contains spaeioua and richly fiimished apartments, 
for the accommodation of the Senate and Assembly, and variooB 
TOtHna for other pi^tic pniposea. From the observatory at the top, 
which is acceasible to visitors, a fine view of the city and surrounding 
oonntry is obtained. The City Hall is on the east side of the same 
■quate, facing west, and is constructed with marble, with a gilded 
dome. The Albany Academy, built of freestone, adjoining the square, 
has a park in front of it ; and both squares are surroanded by an iron 
fence, and constitute a large and beautiful public ground, laid ontwiUi 
walks, and ornamented with trees. The Exchange, at the foot of 



82 WORCBSTER AND WESTERN RAILROADS. 

State street, is a commodious building of granite, constructed a few 
years since. The post office is in this building. It has also an 
extensive reading room, supplied with papers and periodicals, both 
American and foreign, to which strangers are admitted without 
charge. 

The situation of Albany for trade and commerce is commanding. 
Being on one of the finest rivers in the world, and having a rich back 
country, its natural advantages are great. These advantages, how- 
ever, were greatly increased by the completion of the Erie and Cham-, 
plain Canals, and the Western Railroad, as well as the other important 
lines centring there. To accommodate the freighted boats from the 
two canals, a large basin has been constructed, in which all the boats 
are received. It consists of part of the river, included between the 
shore and a pier 80 feet wide, and 4,300 feet long. The pier is a 
stupendous work, containing several acres, on which spacious stores 
have been erected, where immense quantities of lumber and other arti- 
cles of trade are deposited. It is connected with the city by numerous 
draw-bridges. 

Albany has about one hundred streets and alleys, eleven public 
squares, three markets, and ten public school buildings with residences 
for teachers, all built substantially of brick. The city contains 30 
places of worship. 

Albany was founded by the Dutch in 1623, and by them called 
" Beaver Wyck," and afterwards, " Williamstadt." It capitulated 
to the English in 1664, who gave it its present name, in honor of its 
proprietor, the Duke of York and Albany. It was incorporated in 
1686. 

In the summer season, a large number of steamboats ply between 
the cities of New York and Albany. These are of all sizes, from the 
canal boat with engine and boiler, to the floating palaces, sometimes 
three hundred and fifly feet in length, furnished with the most splendid 
and magnificent accommodations the comfort of the most fastidious 
could suggest. They generally start night and morning. Every 
person going up or down the Hudson River for the first time should 
take the morning line. The scenery upon the banks will repay him 
for the time required for the passage, which, in a " model fast ioflrf," 
is generally eight to nine hours. 

Passengers who prefer to take the cars upon the Greenbush side for 
Troy do not cross the river. The fare is only 12^ cents, and fifteen 
minutes' time wiU land you before the doors of the hotels in that city. 

Troy is situated at the head of tide water, on the east bank of the 
Hudson River, six miles above Albany. It is a port of entry, and the 
seat of justice of Rensselaer County. It received its city charter in 
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1816. It is celebrated for its beauty and healthiness ; most of its 
streets are wide, laid out at right angles, and planted with trees. 
Mount Ida, directly in the rear of the south part of the city, and 
BAoont Olympus in the north, are distinguished eminences, affording 
fine "views of the country. The city is abundantly supplied with water 
by iron pipes, from a basin in Lansingburg, 75 feet above the city. It 
has numerous hotels, some of which are admirably kept. 

West Troy, a suburb of Troy, on the opposite side of the river, is 
a manu£u2turing village, rapidly increasing in business and impor- 
tance. A fine macadamized road extends from this place to Albany, 
a distance of six miles. Coaches run hourly over the road. Fare 
25 cents. 

Like her rival, Troy has morning and evening lines of steamboats to 
New York. These are in no degree behind the Albany boats, in 
comfort, speed, or elegance. The fare to New York is usually the 
same from both cities. Sometimes, however, the " Opposition,''^ 
** Peoples* Line,^^ and " No Monopoly " boats create a variation for a 
short time, and the fare to New York is often as low as 25 or even 
12j| or 6| cents. The usual price with the regular boats, is $1.00 in 
summer, and $1.50 in winter time. 

The traveller to Buffalo has the choice of two routes. The first is 
by a continuous line of railroads, viz., the Mohawk and Hudson 
Railroad, 16 miles in length ; the Utica and Schenectady Railroad, 
77 ; the Syracuse and Utica, 54 ; the Auburn and Syracuse, 26 ; 
the Auburn and Rochester, 77 ; the Tonawanda, extending from 
Rochester to Attica, 42 miles ; and the Attica and Buffalo Railroad, 
to Buffalo, 33 miles ; whole distance, 325 miles. The time occupied 
on this route is twenty-three hours. Usual fare $12.00. There are 
usually two through trains daily, one starting in the morning, and 
another in the evening, after the arrival of the eastern cars and the 
morning steamboats from New York. This is the shortest, and 
decidedly the most expeditious and agreeable route. 

The other route is by the Erie Canal, which extends to Bufl^alo — 
364 miles. Persons going this way take the cars for Schenectady, 
there taking either the packet boats, which go through in three or four 
days, at a fare of $7.50 with board, or $5.50 without ; or, the line boats, 
which occupy seven days on the way. The fare by the line boats is 
one and a half cents a mile with board, or one cent a mile without. 

Saratoga Springs are easily reached from either Albany or Troy. 
From Albany, by the Albany and Schenectady Railroad, 16 miles ; 
thence, by the Saratoga and Schenectady Railroad, 21 miles ; total 37 
miles ; fare $1.62. From Troy there are two routes, viz : one by way of 
the Troy and Schenectady Railroad, 20 miles, and thence as by Albany 
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route, 41 miles, fare the same ; or, by the Renssalaer and Saratov 
Railroad, terminating at Ballston Spa, 24 miles ; thence by Saratov 
Railroad, 7 miles ; total, 31 miles. Fare $1.50. 

There are several routes to Montreal and Quebec from Troy anu 
Albany, the particulars of which are too extended fcnr this work. 
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